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- Calendar oi Events -

ISC West
April 6-8, 2011
Las Vegas, NV

AFAA Meeting
May 19-21, 2011
Charleston, SC

NIFAD

Annual Mtg.
June 10-12, 2011
Marriott Hotel
Boston, MA

NFPA Convention
June 12-15, 2011
Boston, MA

ASIS International
September 19-22, 2011
Orlando, FL

Mark Your Calendars
and Plan to Attend!

President’s Comments...

As a fire alarm contractor, have you thought
about what we really are providing to our
Clients, a fire alarm, voice evacuation or mass
notification
control panel, amplifiers, speakers, or detec-
tors. Il 6m tal king
viding to
a life changing experience that I recently had
that has shed new light on this question for me.

Thi s
mole (I called it a freckle) checked out by our doctor. As a result, I
had a procedure in her office to remove the mole from my side and
then she sent me on my way. End of story, so I thought but not so
quickly. A week later I was on my way to a meeting in downtown

past September, I

Chicago when | got a call
results were in from the biopsy and the report indicated it was malig-
nant melanoma. As she started to tell me the contact information, I
had to ask her to hold on a moment so I could pull over to write the
information down and gather my thoughts. I know I am not the only
person that has experienced this, either yourselves or with a loved-
one, but I felt that I just lost control of my life. As the next several
weeks past I lived with the uncertainty of what my future would be as
I went from meeting with doctors to testing, and surgery. Each event
would result in a week of helplessly wait for results.

During this time I spent a lot of time reading Industry Publications
and NFPA Journals that had accumulated on my desk for the last
several months. As I read I began to think of the feeling of terror that
people must feel stuck in upper floors of a high rise on fire, or the
helplessness of someone in an office building or school with a shooter
walking the hallways. Knowing that a decision they make in their
situation could save or cost them their life.

Continued on page 2
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President’s Comments...

Continued from page 1

This is when a voice system can offer information, help in finding
safe refuge on your floor, evacuate, or the reassurance that a danger-
ous situation occurred and the situation has been mitigated. This in-
formation is invaluable during these events.

Next time a building owner wants to provide the base minimum or

Aval ue engineero the installati or
ing thoughts on the value of information in a life threatening situation

in a building and the value of having someone communicate poten-

tially life saving information to you. You cannot appreciate or value

the information until you have been in that situation.

As for me, my life-changing event has a happy ending. The cancer
was removed before it could spread anywhere else. All my tests show
everything is clear but it will be something I will have to monitor.
Celebrating Thanksgiving certainly took on a whole new meaning for
me this year.

So as 2010 comes to an end, let me wish you all a Merry Christmas
and a HEALTHY and Happy New Year. I hope you have a great
holiday season, however you celebrate them.

Bob Pikula
NIFAD President

Exceeding Your
Expectations ...

The Wheelock® Exceder™ strobes, homs
and hom strobes offer both modem
aesthetics and expanded functionality
for a variety of applications. Designed
to look great and perform even better,
these life-saving products provide eight
candela settings, 12/24 VDC, three
audible settings and five mounting
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Year End Update
By Vic Humm

Although this year is drawing to a close, there is still a considerable amount of d® B vie,

work to complete before we begin on the next edition of standards. y
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UL is hosting a meeting in Northbrook, Illinois on resolving 204 submitted com-
ments on the proposed Standard 2572 for Emergency Communications, formerly
known as Mass Notification. Since the alarm equipment now involves more than
the building envelope, the operation requirements have a greater impact on the

equipment. The temperature range will vary from - 40°F to +160°F. The outdoor ‘
rated equipment will be in NEMA 4 or 4X enclosures.
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Even though manufactures now have listed equipment for Emergency Communications (ECS) once the final
version of UL 2572 is adopted, then each listing will be reviewed for updates.

On December 16, the NFPA 72 Correlating Committee will be having a teleconference on the Report on
Public Comments on NFPA 720. The technical has chosen not to require sensitivity testing of CO detectors
in the commercial setting even though FM approval requires equipment bearing the FM Diamond to have
calibration testing to an ANSI Standard.

NFPA 720 is a standard for both residential and commercial. The technical committee is proposing that CO
alarms be considered as Supervisory Type Alarms. The NFPA 72 TC on Protected Premise has a task force
working on this subject.

During the week of January 21, 2011 in San Diego, CA, the NFPA 72 Technical Committees will be meet-
ing to process the 580 public proposals that were received as of November 5, 2010. Once the committee
work 1s processed and balloted and the TCC reviews the work, the information will be publicly posted on the
NFPA website.

NIFAD Website Receive Benefits of 2011 Dues

Check the website for current news and Please remember to send in your NIFAD dues if you

information on events for our organization. have not done so yet. Members receive a listing on the
NIFAD website, a quarterly newsletter and a member-
Newsletters, conference brochures and con- q y

ship Directory and an Annual

ference registration forms can also be found
Conference where you can par-

on the website. ticipate in the town hall meeting,

receive product updates and net-
www. NIFAD.com

work with your peers.
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NIFAD

Annual Conference
June 10-12, 2011
Marriott Hotel
Boston, MA

x Town Hall Meeting
x  Speakers/Seminars

. . x  Product Presentation
x  Professional Networking

Mark you calendar and plan to attend

NIFAD

National Independent Fire Alarm Distributors Association
1001 Office Park Road, Suite 105

West Des Moines, IA 50265



