
I for one, am happy to see 2009 behind us and      

cautiously look forward to 2010.  None of us know 

what challenges the New Year will bring with the 

economy, high unemployment, the ability to borrow 

money, or the impact these will have on our        

business. 

 

So what does 2010 hold in store for us in the fire 

alarm industry?  One thing will be the 2010 Edition 

of NFPA 72, now called the ñNational Fire Alarm 

and Signaling Code.ò  The new NFPA 72 on steroids has gone from 11  

chapters in the 2007 Edition to 29 chapters in the current edition.  Of course 

there are 15 chapters reserved for the future, but what the new 2010 NFPA 

72 requires may help the prospects of potential work in the coming years. 

 

As an example, the new chapter 24 covers ñEmergency Communication  

Systems.ò  This chapter includes requirements and references for mass  

notification systems, paging systems, and areas of refuge communication  

systems.  In todayôs environment it becomes critical to be able to communi-

cate to the building occupants not only during a fire event, but also during 

weather emergencies, acts of employee violence, or terrorist acts.   

Occupantôs safety may depend on staying where they are and locking down 

rather than evacuating the building.  Life saving information is important to 

be able to communicate if for nothing more than to calm nerves and  

eliminate panic.  Buildings that historically would not consider installing an 

emergency voice/alarm communication system may begin to consider these 

systems.  As Jurisdiction impose new requirements for mass notification  

system for educational occupancies we may have opportunities of providing 

an integrated fire alarm/voice evacuation system which could be used as a 

paging system now allowed in NFPA 72.  We all know that the school  

districts like cost saving ideas; think of the opportunities. 

 

Thinking of these opportunities brings me to my next topic.  We just finished 

the Winter Board of Directors Meeting via teleconference this past week.  

Our most exciting discussion of our teleconference centered on previewing 
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Happy 2010 to all, and we hope this year brings good health, happiness, and 

much better profits than last!  As the world moves forward in creating a  

better environment to live in, NIFAD thought we should do our part as well, 

because every little bit helps.   

 

Starting with this issue, the NIFAD Newsletter will be distributed to all 

members electronically, in a user-friendly pdf format, as well as in hardcopy 

print.  We will do this for this issue and the next, and then will we be distrib-

uting the newsletter in just the electronic pdf version.  The main goal for this 

change is to help conserve paper usage.  It also gives you the ability to easily 

distribute the newsletter to others in your company, as well as your custom-

ers.  And it helps NIFAD save on the cost of the publicationôs production 

and postage.   

 

American businesses throw away 21 million tons of paper every year, equal 

to 175 pounds per office worker, and we all realize the impact that has on 

our environment.  Even though the NIFAD publication is designed to be 

compact, yet provide important and interesting information related to the 

fire protection industry and our businesses, every little bit helps.  We can sit 

by ideal and do nothing, but what makes NIFAD special is the individual 

members we have that truly care how we live our way of life and how we 

choose to do what is right.  
 

There are more simple changes we can each make to help the planet.  Going 

green" doesn't have to be a daunting task that means sweeping life changes. 

Simple things can make a difference.  Take a peek at this link and it may 

give you some more ideas on how you can help.   www.50waystohelp.com  

Thanks for helping and hope to see you at the Annual Conference in June. 

NIFADôs Contribution to a Greener Planet 

http://www.50waystohelp.com
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Update from Vic Humm 

NFPA 720 2009 edition is in ñread onlyò word format 

on the NFPA website. The  standard can be viewed 

online using your NFPA membership information if 

you are a committee member or you may call Debbie 

Baio at NFPA to register.  

The online standards cover the current and the previous 

two editions of the NFPA Publications. 

NFPA 720 covers the  following: First, the standard 

covers a stand alone type system. Secondly, it covers 

the residential type of single and multiple station types 

of carbon monoxide alarms. Finally it has criteria for 

imitating devices to a fire alarm system. 

When a structure has both a stand alone Carbon Mon-

oxide System and a Fire Alarm System, this can present 

serious problems. Both the CO and FA systems will 

have separate notification appliances (audible and 

visual). If they are not interconnected to prioritize 

signals this can cause serious conflicts especially if 

Fire, Voice and Emergency Communication ECS, 

formerly MNS, are present. 

Emergency Command by voice can be instructing 

building occupants to do one thing and a CO alarm 

would dictate evacuation. 

The other area of serious concern is both the fire 

alarm and the carbon monoxide system are intercon-

nected to the buildings smoke control system. 

If the situation in the previous paragraph is present, 

my recommendation is to have a licensed profes-

sional review and stamp the drawings to coordinate 

the prioritization and interface logic. 

Currently UL is not listing Carbon Monoxide Aerosol 

Test Gas, but verifying it with a Classified Label 

logo. This means that the Aerosol Product was only 

tested to specific criteria and can only be used to spe-

cific detector and model for which the investigation 

confirmed the Aerosol was successfully tested with. 

Normally a listed product covers all known safety issues. 

Then UL can advance the standard to become ANSI cer-

tified.  

In NFPA 72 in the 2010 Edition, Chapter 4, Table 4.2.2 

clearly states that multi-sensor detectors shall have each 

type of element tested separately.  

If anyone needs help with submitting a Public Proposal 

please contact me at Vic Humm 423-331-0443 or email 

vhumm@att.net. 


